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Marine Debris Projects

Sponsored by:
NOAA, Community-based Restoration Program———
Marine Conservation AlliancesFoundation. ——
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non=profit- organization
~ dedicated to combating
'marine debris. Weare a
diverse group of
Alaskans.devoted to
removing this menace
from Alaska’s
magnificent coast.

For years; in.an‘ongoing effort;GeAK
crews and volunteers have cleaned
mountains of marine debris from : _
public beaches in'Prince William ~ N f
Sound and the northern Gulf.of Alaska. : &

Together, we have
removed over one-half-
millien-paunds of plastic,,
marine debris from 850~
mules.of-northern Gulf of
Alaska shoreline. Sadly,
thousands of tons of
marine debris must still
be cleaned from

Alaska’s shorelines.
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from around the
world is found on

Gulf of Alaska
Beaches.

Indonesia
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“Immense
guantities of
“ . toxic debris
are deposited
- on northern
Gulf of Alaska
beaches.
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W The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Marine-Debris Legacy

v

Cleanup
debris from
the ExXxXon
Valdez Qil
Spill
contaminates
area beaches.
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Refined petroleum products from a
variety of sources inundate Alaska’s
Gulf Coast. Lost commercial-cargo,
vessel-accidents, intentional dumping,
and stockpiling contribute to the

~problem.

Many of
these
products
poison
coastal
habitat.
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% are difficult and time consuming to remove
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An extraordinary amount of
Styrofoam debris layers Gulf of
Alaska beaches. Styrofoam
cleanups are difficult, time
consuming, and labor intensive.

Bears and other animals love to
chew and shred Styrofoam. In the
process, small pieces become
scattered throughout the inter-
tidal zone and adjacent forest.
Many animals ingest Styrofoam
and other plastics.
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@%M W % A bear- scattered Styrofoam cleanup
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A 2009 marine-debris cleanup in
Chugach Bay, Kachemak Bay
State Wilderness Park, Kenai
Peninsula.

, : s s ~ = Densepockets'of marine debris.are
d A e SO e, common along:the northern Gulf of
v RS Bty L dCae TR e Alaska coast. On.many beaches, tons
ST (NSRBI S ST Pl : of debris per mile blanket sensitive
P “ . . . . . 2w . coastal habitat, smothering vegetation,
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:%WZ&@;JM ready for 'Ioading in Tonsina Bay,

Kachemak Bay State Wilderness Park, Kenai Peninsula. 7=




%&9% remoyval'is neither easy or cheap. '




‘marine. debris fouling northern Gulf 01'3*
‘Alaskabeaches, and the dlstance : 'g!
~.‘fémote projects are from ports, , .q" :
xtransport labor, fuel, and dlsposal .
» gh _mmm&y
?'T‘f#-efflélency and reduce cos S, Gulf of
Alaska. Keepg‘ carefully’plans ea‘ch
pro;ect  and utilizes the'most. éfflClent
" resources availableto condjfct

specific cleanu;glf'?jects S ST i e
| | A hellcop‘ter nd- |arge1anmﬁg;c”aft-ﬁ§!éa.-

“toremove A?r tons nfplastlc marine-debris
fromfGOre mt In"2007.
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One of ﬁve loads of marlne debris >
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removed from Zaikof Bay on Montague -
Island, Prince William Sound in 2008.
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Most of the debris that GOAK collects is
shipped to landfills for proper disposal.
Recycling in Alaska is generally unavailable,
limited, or too expensive. GoAK donates
recovered commercial-fishing gear and

other items back to the fishing industry or to

local communities for arts and crafts.
—




One season’s accumulation of
beverage bottles on Gore Point’s
guarter-mile east beach.

GoAK’s crew sorts marine debris on a
Gore Point monitoring plot.

Gulf of Alaska Keeper annually
re-cleans 17 selected beaches.
Newly accumulated debris is
categorized, quantified, and
recorded in an ongoing baseline
data-collection effort. Each year, a
large amount of new debris arrives
on our coastline.
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GOAK cleanup projects will
continue along the heavily-
fouled-northern Gulf of Alaska
shoreline. Each summer,
cleanup crews will'work north
and east from the Gore Point
regiontoward'‘Resurrection
Bay and Prince William Sound.




WMontague Hland

During the summer of 2008,
GoAK cleaned Prince William
Sound beaches on-Smith
Island, Green Island and
Montague Island. Montague
Island beaches in Zaikof Bay,

and those facing the Gulf of
o Bl Alaska, are among the dirtiest

a7 I;fg - / A/ M "‘Ef&“g’;‘%@’éh,--ﬂ in the world. Tons of plastic
) | o TG A 5 tons —7/1‘ 16 g LA debris.per milelitter this
920 N ) Harbor > et ' “ scenic and valuable wildlife
8. habitat.
] 4
32! /

s 26
5 32 g

30 21 . U E

26 N

Bl :derrpq ﬁ*h}*\\

i (e 3 POIT

12 -

Chalmers ; Y ODAS "4

AT (4) Y 20
"Priv PA
129

/) 0

2008 Zaikof Bay Marine-Debris Cleanup
Tons of MD removed from each beach segment

Marine-Debris survey 2007
Marine-Debris survey 2006 ——
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We all have a part to do.

rters:; Sou@a- .

ntures; Alaska e . '
Walltahouts Charters; Lazy '
" Otter Charters; Dozens of | -
private mulrﬁﬁlldmds R ~—

of volunteers. -~






